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I am tempted to make some 
clever political statement (Let’s 
just imagine for the moment that 
I am capable of that) but I am so 
sick of the seemingly 
interminable talk of politicians I 
didn’t want to add to anybody 
else’s suffering. The television 

news no longer has the attraction 
that it used to have. 

I’m just glad that I don’t live in 
America where the political 
campaigns take about 12 months. 
What a horrible thought? I 
wonder how many people out 
there have deliberately left the 
shed radio off while they have 
locked them selves away from 

 
the endless rhetoric. To those 
who love it or are absorbed 
by it, please be aware there 
are some others like me out 
there who will only be too 
happy to listen to the news 
about the state of Darren 
Lockyer’s groin, Nick 
Riewoldt’s hammy or the 
latest exercise in stupidity by 
some celebrity whose life is 
governed by hormones. 
With all these goings on is it 
any wonder that us sane 
people find refuge in the shed 
and an interesting project in 
which to immerse ones self. 
Now, what can I do next that 
will keep me there for 
another year or two! 
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Couple in their 
nineties are both having 
problems remembering things. 
During a checkup, the doctor 
tells them that they're physically 
okay, but they might want to 
start writing things down to help 
them remember ..  
Later that night, while watching 
TV, the old man gets up from his 
chair. 'Want anything while I'm 
in the kitchen?' he asks.  
'Will you get me a bowl of ice 
cream?'  
'Sure..'  
'Don't you think you should 
write it down so you can 
remember it?' ‘I can remember 
it.'  he replies 
'Well, I'd like some strawberries 
on top, too. Maybe you should 
write it down, so as not to forget 
it?'   
He says, 'I can remember that. 
You want a bowl of ice cream 
with strawberries.'   
'I'd also like whipped cream. I'm 
certain you'll forget strawberries 
and whipped cream - Irritated, 
he says, 'I don't need to write it 
down, I can remember it! Ice 
cream with strawberries and 
whipped cream - I got it, for 
goodness sake!'  then he toddles 
into the kitchen. After about 20 
minutes, the old man returns 
from the kitchen and hands his 
wife a plate of bacon and eggs.. 
She stares at the plate for a 
moment and says…. 

 
'Where's my toast?’ 
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(Adapted from information by Tresna.) 

The basic steps are as follows: 

1. Before measuring, make sure the caliper reads 0 when 

fully closed. If the reading is not 0, adjust the caliper’s jaws 

until you do. If you can’t adjust the caliper, you will have to 

remember to add or subtract the correct offset from your final 

reading. Clean the measuring surfaces of both vernier caliper 

and the object. 

.2. Close the jaws lightly on the points to be measured. One 

side has a pair of jaws that measure outside diameters whilst 

the opposite side measures inside diameters. A stiff bar 

extends from the caliper… as you open the calipers, the bar 

extends and therefore can be used to measure depth. If you 

are measuring something round, be sure the axis of the part 

is perpendicular to the caliper. Also,  

3. How to read the measured value: 

1), Read the centimeter mark on the fixed scale to the left of 

the 0-mark on the vernier scale. (10mm on the fixed caliper)  

 

 

2). Find the millimeter mark on the fixed scale that is 

just to the left of the 0-mark on the vernier scale. (6mm 

on the fixed caliper)  

 

 

 

3). Look along the ten marks on the vernier scale and the 

millimeter marks on the adjacent fixed scale, until you find the 

two that most nearly line up. (0.25mm on the vernier scale) 

 

4). To get the correct reading, simply add this found digit to 

your previous reading. (10mm + 6mm + 0.25mm= 16.25 mm)  

 

 

4. Maintenance 

Clean the surface of the vernier caliper with dry and clean 

cloth (or soaked with cleaning oil) and stock in a dry 

environment if it stands idle for a long time. 

 


